OF CHHATTISGARH              145
I made many attempts to convince the Rajah of the necessity of reform; but, though courteous to us during his interviews with us, he was obstinately immovable in regard to his policy. On the occasion of my fourth or fifth interview with him on the subject, I warned him that, if he did not comply with the requirements of the Central Provinces Government, and carry out the necessary reforms, he would find that the Government would be compelled to remove him temporarily from the State, and undeitake the management of it until the reforms were carried out His reply, given courteously enough, but sen-tentiously, was to the effect that he had seen Commissioners come and go, but he himself had gone on for ever I pointed out to him that there had already been one or two cases of the temporary supersession of Rajahs who had grossly mismanaged their States; but these were tales of what to him were remote and unknown places, and he did not give much heed.
On the next occasion he received a great shock. All his misdemeanours had been from time to time duly reported to the Government, and the Chief Commissioner (the late Sir Alexander Mackenzie) had seen the necessity for serious action. I wrote to Sir Alexander privately, and told him I believed that, if he would give me a private autograph letter stating that the Rajah must be set aside for a time, all might be satisfactorily arranged without his being formally dealt with. Sir Alexander gave me the necessary letter I went down to visit my misguided friend He came to see me in my tent, and I took care that no one was within hearing. I then reminded him of the warning I had given him, and I said to him, " What I told you has come true Here is a letter authorising me to set you aside." He was very much moved, and, adopting the Oriental forms of supplication, he besought me not to set him aside, because even were he ultimately restored he would find his authority over his people lost.
Knowing the character of the people I recognised fully the truth of his statement. I therefore said to him, " I do not wish